SOP FOR DEAD BODY MANAGEMENT

STANDARD PRECAUTIONS TO BE FOLLOWED BY HEALTH CARE WORKERS WHILE

HANDLING DEAD BODIES OF COVID :-

standard infection preventio

n control practices should be followed at all times.

these includes:

>
»

Hand hygiene
Use of personal proactive equipment(e.g., water resistant apron,gloves, masks,

eyewear)

Safe handling of sharps.
The bag housing dead body, instruments and devices used on the patient is to be

disinfected.
The linen and environmental surfaces should be dis

DY FROM TH TION ROOM OR AREA :-

rform hand hygiene. Ensure

infected.

The health worker attending to the dead body should pe

proper use of PPE (water resistant apron,goggles,N95 mask, gloves)

All tubes drains and catheters on the dead body should be removed.

Any puncture holes or wounds (resulting from removal of catheter,
d be disinfected with 1% hypochlorite and dressed with

drains, tubes or

otherwise) shoul

impermeable material.
Caution is to be applied while handling sharps such as intravenous catheters and

other sharp devices. They should be disposed into a sharps container.

Plug oral, nasal orifices of the dead body to prevent leakage of the body fluids.
If the family of the patient wishes to view the body at the time of removal from the
they may be allowed to do so with the application of standard

isolation room or area,

Precautions.
Place the dead body in leak-proof plastic body bag. The exterior of the body bag can

be decontaminated with 1% hypochlorite. The body bag can be wrapped with a
mortuary sheet or sheet provided by the family members.

Al used/soiled linen should be handled with standard precautions, put in biocha—~r
bag and the outer surface of the bag disinfected with hypochlorite solution.

Used equipments should be autoclaved or decontaminated with disinfectant solutions

in accordance with established infection prevention control practices.



> Al i
| medical waste must be handled and disposed of in accordance with bio-medical

waste management rules,
> The health staff who handled the body will removal personal proactive equipmeii

and will perform hand hygiene.
Provide counseling to the family members and respect their sentiments.

T. DISINF N :-

All surface of the isolation area( floors, bed, railing, side tables, IV stand, etc.)
hypochlorite solution; allow a contact time of 30 minutes,

should be wiped with 1%
and then allowed to air dry.

HANDLING OF DEAD BODY IN MORTUARY:-

Mortuary staff handling COVID dead body should observe standard precautions.
Dead body should be stored in cold chambers maintained at approximately 4° C.
The mortuary must be kept clean. Environmental surfaces, instruments and transport

trolleys should be properly disinfected with 1% hypochlorite solution.

> After removing the body, the chamber door, handles and floor should be cleaned

with sodium hypochlorite 1% solution.

TRANSPORTATION :-

> The body, secured in a body bag, exterior of which is decontaminated poses no
additional risk to the staff transporting the dead body.
> The personnel handling the body may follow standard precautions(surgical mask,

gloves).
> The vehicle, after the transfer of the body to cremation/burial staff, will be

decontaminated with 1% Sodium hypochlorite.

TORI RIAL GROUND :-

» The Crematorium/burial Ground staff should be sensitized that COVID-19 does not

pose additional risk.
» The staff will practice standard precautions of hand hygiene,use of masks and

gloves.
> Viewing of the dead body by unzipping the face end of the body bag( by the staff

using standard precautions) may be allowed, for the relatives to see the body for ~ne

last time.



Religious rituals such as reading from religious scripts, sprinkling holy water and any
other last rites does not require touching of the body can be allowed.

Bathing, kissing, hugging etc of the dead body should not be allowed.

The funeral/burial staff and family members should perform hand hygiene after
Cremation/burial.

The ash does not pose any risk and can be collected to perform the last rites.
Large gathering at the crematorium/ burial ground should be avoided as a social
distancing measure as it is possible that close family contacts may be symptoma*ic

and/ or shedding the virus.

D IBILITY OF GOVT. EMPLOYEES :-

> The Hospital will transfer the details of next of kin of the deceased COVID patients to

>

the Executive Officer-Cum-Nodal Officer, Angul Municipality .
The Executive Officer-Cum-Nodal Officer, Angul Municipality will get in touch with the
next of kin of the deceased COVID patients for final Darshan with PPE and all other

protection. E
The dead body is to be cremated/disposed at Karadagadia, Cremation Ground, Ang.

Town.
The guidelines above are explanatory in nature though not exhaustive.
Further instruction may follow in due course. : ‘

/‘A.

& al
Collector & Empowered Officer
Angul

Memo No.2( 2 /Emgy, dt. \&}0R\ 2D
Copy forwarded to the CDM & PHO, Angul for information and
necessary action. 7
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Collector & Empowered Officer
Angul
Memo No.2¢, |3 /Emgy, dt. Y103 \ 20
Copy submitted SRC & Additional Chief Secretary to Government,

Disaster Management, Odisha, Bhubaneswar/ Addl. Chief Secretary to Government,
Health & Family Welfare Department, Odisha, Bhubaneswar / Revenue Divisional

Commissioner (Northern Division), Sambalpur for favour of kingﬁormation.
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